
  

Press release 
 

Communitech HUB adds leading real estate firm  
as service provider for tech startups  

 

KITCHENER-WATERLOO (January 9, 2014) – One of southern Ontario’s leading real estate teams 
will become a service provider for residents of the Communitech HUB, a key centre for creation, 
growth and success of new technology ventures. 
 
Starting in January, Darren Shaw and Nick Boertien of WHITNEY & Company Realty Limited will 
be in residence offering a range of services to HUB residents to help meet their real estate 
needs.  
 
“Every edge counts in the digital marketplace,” said Darren Shaw, Vice President and Broker,  
Whitney I Company Realty Limited. “Real estate decisions can have a major impact on business 
success and reach far beyond the financial costs of simply having a place to work.” 
 
Location, security, space efficiency and work environment all can affect a growing company’s 
ability to recruit and keep its most valuable asset: talent, he said. 
 

The SHAW | BOERTIEN Commercial Realty Solutions team specialize in offering a 
comprehensive range of services focused on the technology occupier, including transaction, 
project and facilities management services. 
 
They will offer residents a range of services, including charting strategic paths; budgeting, 
assessments of space needs and environment, and; creative structuring of leases and finance.  
 

SHAW | BOERITIEN have been involved in a wide range of transactions for technology startup 
companies to large multi-national corporations. Some of their clients have included 
Desire2Learn, RDM, Sweet Tooth, Exinda, Dejero Labs, Intel and Nikon. 
 
“As our companies begin to scale and outgrow their space in the HUB, one of the key challenges 
they face is finding suitable real estate.” said Iain Klugman, CEO of Communitech.  “Having 
access to a trusted real estate provider like WHITNEY & Company will allow them to make that 
transition to their own office space smoothly.” 
 
The Communitech HUB itself, based in Kitchener’s 
historic Lang Tannery District, was opened in 2010 
to accelerate the creation, growth and success of 
new digital technology ventures. It provides 
qualifying individuals, corporations and other entities 
access to mentoring services, facilities and 
administrative services. 
 
Today, the Communitech Hub offers 44,000 square feet dedicated to world-leading collaboration 
and innovation. Its unique model brings together key players—from early stage companies to 
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large multinationals as well as government agencies, academic institutions, and technology 
accelerators—all under one roof. 
 
Real estate issues can be unique for technology startups dealing with rapid growth, Nick 
Boertien added. “Some companies inside the HUB grow very quickly and that can increase their 
real estate and office challenges, just when they need to completely focus on their market 
success.” 

For more information, please contact:  

Darren Shaw, SIOR 
Broker, Vice President 
Tel:   519 746 6300 
Email: darren.shaw@whitneyre.com  
 
Nick Boertien 
Sales Representative 
Tel: 519 746 6300 
Email: nick.boertien@whiteyre.com 
 
For more on their business or current real estate listings, please visit:  
www.shawboertien.com 
www.whitneyre.com 
 
About Communitech  
 
Communitech is the regional hub for the commercialization of innovative technologies, 
supporting tech companies at all stages of their growth and development—from startups to 
rapidly growing mid-size companies and large global players. This has helped to create and 
support a tech cluster of 1,000 companies employing nearly 30,000 people in the Waterloo 
Region. 
 
About Shaw Boertien 
 

SHAW I BOERTIEN is organized to provide a comprehensive range of brokerage services and 
value added business advice. The team specializes in the office, industrial, investment and 
corporate services sectors in Waterloo Region, Guelph and surrounding areas.  
 
About WHITNEY & Company Realty Limited 
 
WHITNEY & Company Realty Limited is a full service real estate company practicing in the mid-
western Ontario market. 
 
The Whitney family has a long history providing real estate services. In 1911 Charles Isaac 
Fenwick Whitney established a real estate firm in Toronto. In 1931 George Whitney opened a 
Kitchener office called George Whitney Limited. His son Richard joined the firm in 1946 and 
worked in the commercial real estate and appraisal business.  
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John Whitney joined the firm in 1975 and the firm became Whitney & Company. The business is 
wholly owned by John Whitney and he is proud of his family history and years of providing real 
estate advice and service to his community. 

 


