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Golden Triangle Angelnet honours Kik Interactive Inc., Steve 
Gilpin and Benton Leong with top angel awards 

KITCHENER (Oct. 2 2012) – The Golden Triangle Angelnet presented its second annual Pauli 
Awards tonight to three outstanding contributors to growth of start-ups and angel investing in 
Waterloo Region’s innovative technology economy. 
 
The awards night drew more than 200 attendees from area start-ups, investors and guests to 
Kitchener’s home of the Communitech Hub in the century-old Lang Tannery Building. 
 
“We’re extremely pleased with our local track record of innovation, investment and community 
support driving start-up companies in this area,” said Rob Douglas, president and co-founder of 
GTAN. “All three of our award recipients should be extremely proud of their accomplishments.” 
 
The awards event celebrates GTAN’s first three years of success as its members reviewed 
presentations from almost 100 companies and, following reviews, invested more than $13 million in 
24 businesses. With other financing sources, the companies received more than $20 million. 
 
GTAN is an association of more than 100 accredited angel investors from the Waterloo Region area. 
Its members meet monthly to review investment pitches from three companies seeking capital 
investment.  
 
“We’ve succeeded only because of the dedicated volunteer efforts of our investor members, plus 
strong relationships with Research and Innovation Centres such as Communitech,” Mr. Douglas 
said. “They help support ongoing innovation and identify promising investment opportunities for 
the many start-up companies in this area.” 
 
GTAN’s three award winners include: 

Kik Interactive Inc.: 2012 Company of the Year 
Steve Gilpin: 2012 Angel of the Year 
Benton Leong: 2012 Community Builder of the Year 

 
Kik Interactive Inc.: 2012 Company of the Year  
 
Speed, simplicity and privacy has made Kik one of the most popular messengers in the world, with 
more than 20 million registered users.  Like any prodigy under four years old, Kik has delivered one 
amazing performance after another.  Following investment, including GTAN support, Kik’s 
remarkable run past one million users in a few short weeks attracted global attention and other top 
venture capital investors.  But this innovative company is not resting on these achievements.  Kik’s 
open web-based platform is enabling developers to seamlessly shift experiences from a user’s phone 
to any screen with a browser, and vice versa.  GTAN congratulates Kik’s Founder and CEO Ted 
Livingston for the company’s successes to date and their vision for redefining how we interact with 
each other and the world around us.   



 
Steve Gilpin: 2012 Angel of the Year 

Steve Gilpin caught the angel-investing bug after joining GTAN in 2011 as part of his first FedDev-
supported investment.  Since then, he is an exemplar angel investor who participates in multiple 
deals, steps up to the role of deal lead, recruits guests and members to GTAN events, and takes on 
board and advisor roles.  Investees and investors alike welcome Steve not only as an investor, but 
also as an engaging advisor, an ever thoughtful student and teacher of sales, marketing and 
execution.  We congratulate Steve as this year’s GTAN Angel of the Year. 
 
Benton Leong: 2012 David Borges Community Builder of the Year   

Benton Leong has permanently imprinted onto GTAN the principles of education, partnership and 
opportunity.  As chair of the education committee, Benton spearheaded GTAN education sessions.  
He is a frequent GTAN ambassador to meetings of other angel networks and has attracted 
institutional investors to GTAN.  He also was a leader in the conception, design and delivery of 
LaunchPad 50K and our investment vehicle, GT20 Inc.  With a reputation for actively driving new 
ideas forward, we congratulate Benton Leong as GTAN’s Community Builder of the Year. 
 
About Angel Investors 
 
Angel investors are individuals who invest their own money in start-up companies, often providing 
business expertise that contributes to the success of young companies. Since angel investors 
typically invest at an earlier stage of growth and provide more business guidance than venture 
capital providers, angel investors are key players in generating high-growth companies essential to 
regional economic development and Canada’s economic competitiveness. 
 
About Golden Triangle Angelnet 
 
The Golden Triangle Angelnet is incorporated as a not-for-profit organization in Ontario and was 
approved by the Angel Network Program (ANP) to establish an angel network group in the Golden 
Triangle Region.  The Pauli awards are named after St. Paul, the patron saint of investing, plus 
Dundas, Ontario artist Paull Rodrigue, who designed the attractive blown glass sculpture awards 
presented tonight. 
 
For more information about GTAN or local angel investing, please visit their website at 
www.goldentriangleangelnet.ca  

To contact GTAN, please call (519) 740 7550 or email info@goldentriangleangelnet.ca 
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